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7. I ^ra very pleased to add my testimony to the 
ability of versification and extraordinary powers of -mem- 
ory shown by the two pandits Ohallapilla Venkata Sastri 
'Oaru and Divakarla Tirupati Sastri Q-aru. I was espooi- 

if ^ ' 

ally struck by their readiness to extemporary poetry on 
;all sorts of subjects. 

Noble College ] (Sd.) Willam C, Penn, M. A. 
4th September, 1893. ) Professor, History. 



8, I was much pleased with the skill in versification 
-and the wonderful powers of memory displayed by the 
two poets Oh. Venkata Sastri Garu and Divakarla Tirupati 
Sastri Garu, especially on the occasion of a meeting in 
our College Hall, when they exhibited their powers before 
a large audience. 

Masulipatain. 1 (Sd.) H, J. Tanner. 

15th September, 1833. ) Ag. Principal, Noble College, 



9. I have witnessed a public exhibition by Tirupati 
'Sastri Garu and Yenkata Sastri Garu of their wonderful 
power of astavadhanam .or faculty of attending to Eight 
different things at a time. 

I consider their power a very wonderful one and every 
one should avail himself of the opportunity of witnessing 
an exhibition of it. 
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These gentlemen while possessing the faculty of com- 
posing verses can alsfc .commit to memory words and 
sentences of foreign languages. 

Masnlipatam, (Sd.) Sydney V. Edge. 

18th September, 1893. 



10. I was present at an entertainment given by Ch. Yen- 
kata Sastri and D.Tirupti Sastri and derived great pleasure 
from their feats of memory. Professor Loisette most look 
to his laurels. 

Masnlipatam. "> (Sd.) J W Hnghfs 

18th September, 1893, J Assistant Collector, 



11. I have rnnch pleasure in stating that I was pre- 
sent at the remarkable exhibition given by D. Tirnpati 
Sastri and Ch. Yenkata Sastri, of the powers of 
memory they possess. Tt entirely excelled any thing I 
should have thought possible, Judging by ordinary 
standards and in addition to feats of memory the sastries 
showed great powers of improvising verse in difficult 
metres and nimble wit in repartee. 

Adyar, Madras. 1 (Sd.) Annie Besant. 

28th December, 1893, J 
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16. INTELLECTUAL GYMNASTICS. 
(Eeprinted from the Telugu Harp Dated 20th Sep 1895.) 

The week has itself signalized by the advent here of 
the two famous impromptu poets Messrs. D. Tirupaty 
Sastry and Chellapilla Venkata Sastry of the G-odavary 
District. On Saturday afternoon the 14th instant the 
upper hall of the Maharaja's College was $ great centre of 
attraction, as our learned Visitors were to give their 
maiden performance in Vizianagaram. The assembly was 
a large and representative one and included most of the 
elite of the town. The poets are both very young men, 
evidently little above twenty. Both are simply clad and 
unassuming manners. As regards personal appearance, 
they are remarkably swarthy for Brahmans, but have 
pleasing intelligent faces and one of them in particular 
possesses prominent well developed nose that is so offcan 
fche index to a clevsr brain. Tha perforraanoe on Saturday 
was a capital proof of what these gentlemen could do in 
poetic line. Among tha audiensa ware many b:>th able and 
willing to put them through their faces and trot them up and 
down the slopes of Parnassus. Twenty-five gentleman were 
selected to do so and right vigorously did they perform 
their parts as will be seen from the miscellaneous charac- 
ter of the subjects they prescribed for versification, Each 
wrote on a sheet of paper the subjact of a stanza as well 
as the particular metre and rhetoric required. Ona of 
the poets then began to extemporise the first line of a 
verse on each subject and after finishing the whole round 
twenty five, was called upon to supply the next lines 
not in the order in which the first were given out; but 
in a random and haphazard" way which was enough to 
drive a person of ordinary intelligence crazy- This cru- 
cial test was devised by Mr.K. Bamanujachariar M,A;B,L: 
the learned Principal of tha collage, who before he 
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entered npon his distinguished career first as a student 
and then a teacher of English Literature had already 
won his laurels as a Sanscrit and Telugu Poet. The 
difficulty of the tesu was however completely surmounted 
and the first poet left it to his learned colleague to supply 
the remaining lines of the stanzas. This was done with 
equal success the glibness which the two hands dealt 
with these subjects being simply marvellous, Both in 
Telugu and Sanscrit their achievements caused astonish- 
ment and delight and they are justly looked upon as 
prodigies. 

The following Sanskrit Slocas were read by 
Pappu Sastri 
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(Stamp of Gadwal Samasfeanarn) 

19. Ab the Sabba held at Grudwal in my presence on 
the 21st February 1896, two pandits named Brahmasree 
Chellapilla Yenka'ta ^astri garu and Brahmasree 
Divakarla Tirapati Sastry Garu showed their skill in per- 
forming Satavadhamam. 57 persons seated in a row. They 
forgan one after another to give the poets subjects on 
which to compose verses. The subjects named by each 
member was chosen by him then and there. Some of the 
members asked them to compose Sanscrit verses and 
others Telugu. The pandits performed their task in the 
following manner- 
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Beginning with the first member they gave him 
first cherna of the verse on the subject given him; then 
proceeding to the next they gave him the first charna of 
the verse composed on his subject and in the same 
manner they gave the first charnas of the verses to all 
the other members in the order in which they had been 
given; after this they gave the members one after ano- 
ther the 2nd charnas of the verses; when this was fini- 
shed they gave the members in the same order the second 
halves of the verses. The verses both Sanscrit and 
Telugu were of different metres, I was much pleased with 
the skill in versification and the wonderful power of me- 
mory displayed by the two Pandits. 

(Stamp of Eajah in Parshi.) 

GUDWAL, I 
9th March, 1896. | Raja of Gudwal Samstan* 
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Eaja's High School 1 B. Bhagavanta 
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34. I have some knowledge of Pandit Satavadhani 
Ohallapilla Venkata Sastri's poetic composition in Telugu, 
and consider them to be of high merit. They indicate 
an extraordinary command of hoth Telugu and Sanskrit; 
and their linguistic accuracy and easy flow are quite 
striking- His power of appreciating and enjoying true 
poetry is also noteworthy, and it is indeed this power 
which has made him the poet that he is. His wide and 

accurate knowledge of Telugu and Sanskrit, combined 
with his power of producing as well as appreciating good 

poetry, ought to make him a very worthy and useful 
teacher of Telugm in Colleges where that language and 
its literature are taught. He is both rational and critical, 
and is in no way an oldfashioned Pandifc. 

(Sd.) M. Eangaohariyar, 
Proffessor of Sanskrit and 

Triplicane. comparative Philology 

Madras, 25-1-08, Presidency College. 

35- I am sincerely glad to record my impression of 
M. E. liy. Venkata ^astrulu. I have read some of his pub- ' 
lished works with no less profit than pleasure. This 
morning he came to see me and I have spent over three 
hoursd with him, during which he recited to roe a great 
many from his large store of verses still in M. S, form. 
They markedly display his versatile powers. He is one 
of three or four of his abilities I have come across these 
many years. Great as are his prodigious memory and 
the spontaniety of his extempore versification, which 
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many others have admiringly testified to what I specially 
value is his extensive, profound and accurate scholarship 
in Sanskrit and Telugu- Sach is his vast and varied 
learning in both these languages, so lucid, simple and 
chaste is his style and go studded is his poetry with 
striking and sparkling gems of wit and fancy, that if his 
lot had fallen on olden days, and Macaenas of those 
days would have eagerly taken him into his patronage. 
What is now open to him and the like of him is only one 
of the higher panditships in our Colleges and they are but 
few. By his mastery of Sanscrit as a foundation for his 
Telugu learning, he will be quite an acquisition in the 
basfc of our Colleges He is, besides, young and vigorous 
enough (humanly speaking) to put in a service of over 
twenty years T heartily wish he would have an early cha- 
nce and a successful one. 

Lakeside } 

Kilpauk, > ' (Sd ) P Ananda Charyulu, 

26th January 1908. ) High (5ourfc Yakil, 

36. Office of the Telugu Translator to Government. 

MADBAS. 
iiTth January 1908. 

Tirupati Venkateswara Kavulu, are twin-poets of a 
high order, well known in the Telugu Districts, for their 
ready, off-hand intelligent and superior compositions in 
Telugu and Sanskrit poetry. Their works are not a few 
and th?y display the rare merit of appreciation of what 
real poetry is. Besides they are Satavadhanies, not as 
generally recognised by courtesy their actually tested 
exhibitions of their powers. 

I have asked the Junior Pandit Yenkateswarulu to 
teach an imaginary class in Amuktamalyada and Srin- 
gara Naishadamu, two of the great classical works in 
Telugu. He has satisfied rne by giving critical notes to 
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the class on modern lines, bearing on all important points- 
Grammar, prosody, rhetoric, allusion etc. , within the 

prescribed time. Any college may be of its aquisition 
of him. 

S. Bunfjaiah Chetty. 

37. I have much pleasure to state that the bearer Satava- 
dhani Yenkata Sastrulu Garu of Masulipatam is a well- 
known Telugu scholar. His poetical productions are 
good and his smoothflowing verses have won my admira- 
tion. This combined with his knowledge of Sanskrit makes 
him perhaps the best fitted to occupy a Telugu Pandit's 
Post in First Grade Colleges. 

Puraswakam, 1 B. Krishnamachariar, 

28th January 1908 j sub-Asst- inspector of Sanskrit schools 

MADBAS. 
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